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Submission Process: 

Please see the submission instructions guide posted on the repository’s “Helpful Guides & Info.” 

tab. 

Copyright Guidelines: 

Placing abstract-only entries in the VHL repository will not alter previously existing copyright 

ownership status. Contributing authors must represent that they either own or possess all the 

necessary rights to submit their abstracts to the repository. Agreement to the Non-exclusive 

Distribution License is a required step in the submission process. 

The VHL repository is not responsible for any breaches of copyright or ownership for material 

submitted and posted in the repository. 

The VHL repository is not responsible for any mistakes, omissions, or legal infringements within 

the abstract, nor is it obliged to undertake legal action on the submitting author’s behalf in 

respect of the submitted material. 

Pursuit of Traditional Publishing Venues: 

Submitting an abstract-only entry to the VHL repository will not interfere with the traditional 

publishing process. Publishers of scientific/academic journals do not consider posting an 

abstract-only entry in an open-access repository to be prior publishing. STTI grant recipients are 

free to choose where they will publish the full-text results of their research. The repository 

requests that when/if the complete full-text research work is published in a journal, the author 

contact the repository with the citation information. The journal citation will be added to the 

author’s abstract-only entry, thus directing repository users to the appropriate place to locate the 

full-text item. 

If the author desires to publish the complete research report in any full-text format (i.e., pre-

print/post-print version of an article, report, white paper, etc.) with the VHL repository, he or she 

may submit the item to the appropriate topical collection under the Independent Submissions 

Community. Submissions to that community will undergo a peer-review process. That process 

will determine whether a full-text submission will be included and publicly posted in the 

repository. 

.

http://www.nursinglibrary.org/vhl/pages/helpfulguides.html
http://www.nursinglibrary.org/vhl/pages/default_license.html
http://www.nursinglibrary.org/vhl/pages/default_license.html
http://www.nursinglibrary.org/vhl/handle/10755/223054
http://www.nursinglibrary.org/vhl/handle/10755/223054
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Item formatting: 

The abstract must be submitted in English. 

A specific font, font-size, and line-spacing protocol is not prescribed by the VHL repository; 

however, the abstract must be readily legible. Abstracts that are difficult to read may be rejected 

so that the author may edit the font and resubmit. 

The system’s submission process will prompt the submitting author to enter specific information 

related to the abstract, such as title, item type, keywords, publishing information (if applicable), 

sponsor (if applicable), etc. 

 

Authors are strongly encouraged to provide some type of contact information (i.e., email, 

website, faculty page link, etc.) within the appropriate informational field to facilitate connections 

among nurse researchers and promote the development of new research opportunities. 

The abstract may be copied from the first few sentences or paragraphs of the full-text research 

report/article but should not exceed 700 words. Alternatively, an original abstract may be 

created for the submission and should follow the standard format: 

Introduction 

Aims/Objectives 

Material & Methods 

Results/Discussion 

Conclusion 

Review Process: 

Abstract-only submissions do not undergo peer review. They will undergo an examination to 

determine if the author-supplied description fields and abstract information is complete and 

ready (i.e., error free) for public dissemination as initially submitted. 

Prior to posting the abstract to the repository, the VHL repository staff: 

will complete name authority work on all authors listed, 

will add metadata to the submission as it relates to the repository, and 

may add controlled vocabulary subject headings based on the author-supplied 

keywords. 

Withdrawal and Retention of Items: 

Submitting authors do not have authorization to remove abstracts from the repository once they 

have been posted. The goal of the VHL repository is to disseminate nursing research on a 
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global basis and preserve it indefinitely. The repository will allow contributors to submit a 

subsequent submission in connection to the initial abstract but will not remove the original 

submission. The repository is not suited for ephemeral materials and items that need frequent 

revision. 

The VHL repository reserves the right to reject items that do not adhere to the standards and 

principles of the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau International. 

 

Persistent Access: 

The VHL repository intends to preserve and provide access to the works posted in the 

repository’s collections indefinitely as part of its commitment to collect, preserve, and 

disseminate digital materials related to all aspects of nursing research.  

Each accepted and posted submission will have a handle that will serve as an enduring link to 

the item. 

Links to content referenced outside the repository cannot be guaranteed. 

http://www.handle.net/factsheet.html

